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MONTHLY 

GATHERING 
 

NEXT MEETING 
 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 
At the United South End 

Settlements 
566 Columbus Ave, Boston, MA  

02118-1181 
U.S.E.S. is handicap accessible. 

 
Main doors will open to the Center at 
1:30 PM. Members are welcome to enjoy 
casual conversation in the lobby.  
 
T Stops: Green E Line to Symphony 
Sta, Orange Line to Mass. Ave. Sta. 
 
Public Parking: lot at 277 
Northampton St (between Columbus 
Ave & Tremont St.) one block from 
U.S.E.S. Bldg.  $12 for 24 hours, no 
hourly rate.  Other public parking can 
be found at boston.bestparking.com 
 
Doors will open: 1:30 PM.  Although 
the Center may be open earlier for other 
U.S.E.S events, please do not arrive 
earlier. 
 
Support Group with Sam Goldfarb 
will meet from 1:45 to 2:45PM. In The 
Board Room (3A-1) 
 
Hospitality will begin in the cafeteria 
at 2:30 PM until 3:25 PM.  If you are 
contributing to our food table please 
arrive prior to 2:30 PM. 
 
Meeting will begin at 3:30 PM with no 
break. 

September’s Speaker:   
Nathan Zielonka EA, CFP see pg. 5 for 
more info. 
 

Are you missing an event because 

you can’t afford it?  Contact Kerry 

Marshall by phone or email to 

discuss options with him. Office 

Phone # (617)-447-2344 

 

SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS ON  

HALLOWEEN IN PROVINCETOWN NOVEMBER 1ST THROUGH THE 3RD! 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Steve Vorenberg 

 
We all seem to get attached to our stuff.  Do we own 

our stuff, or does the stuff own us?  As many of you 

know and have seen personally, I have a large 

collection of classical music CDs.  I know – it’s 

crazy!  But I just can’t abide getting rid of them.  I 

do play them, sometimes pulling specific favorites 

off the shelf, sometimes picking something at 

random.  I sometimes wonder if the random 

picking is just a way to justify to myself that there’s 

really a reason to keep them.  I did try to contribute 

the entire collection to my town library (Lexington) 

a number of years ago, provided they would take all of it and not cherry pick it.  My 

thought at the time was that I would still be able to play them by borrowing.  They 

initially agreed to take the collection but had a change of heart when they decided 

there were too many CDs for the music shelf space.  I’m not trying to get rid of them 

anymore.  They’re part of my family, as it were.  In retrospect I’m glad how it worked 

out, given the big changes in my life after coming out. 

I’ve done better with stuff that isn’t so dear to my emotions.  My ex and I lived in the 

Lexington house for 32 years and accumulated a lot of stuff.  When we sold the house 

and split, she took furniture, pictures, etc.  I was planning to live with my new partner 

(not Kerry yet) who already had two housefuls of stuff, so I kept very little from the 

house.  Do you remember how big a dump truck really is?  Well, six of them took the 

remainders as trash.  Wow!  That’s stuff with a capital S.  After moving to the small 

apartment in Boston, I developed the mindset that if something was coming in, 

something else had to go.  There just wasn’t room for extras.  How did Kerry manage 

to fit?  We managed, but it was tight.  Since then I think I’ve done reasonably well 

with avoiding accumulations of stuff in areas other than my beloved CDs.   

The board voted in August to work to make the Holiday Party in 2014 (not this year) a 

free event for all members.  We need to plan this well in advance to be able to have the 

time to raise the funds to pay for it.  We’ll need everybody to help out however they 

can.  We’ll be seeking contributions from members who are able, and from friends 

and sponsors.  We’ll be having fund raising events, yet to be determined, like perhaps 

yard sales (stuff!) or bake sales.  Do you have any ideas for events?  Let us know.  You 

can contribute your time to help at such events if you aren’t in a position to contribute 

financially.  Let’s work together to make this happen.  During my years as a member, 

even the largest events have attracted less than half of our members.  I think it would 

be exciting to see almost the entire membership at a single event like this. Wow – 

what a thought! 
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MEMBER 

NEWS 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

Ron Beaudoin  Sept. 3 
Dan Mooney  Sept. 6 
Jerry Leone  Sept. 7 
Stephen Pepper  Sept. 9 
Charlie Briggs  Sept. 10 
Clif Holbrook  Sept. 11 
Peter Gallagher  Sept. 13 
Al Cortese  Sept. 18 
Curt Fishman  Sept. 22 
Ric Page   Sept. 22 
Norm Pelletier  Sept. 28 
Jim Diemand  Sept. 30 
Don Doan  Oct. 3 
Dave Stanford  Oct. 3 
David Berger  Oct. 4 
Ted Poulos  Oct. 5 
George Mercier  Oct. 6 
Bernie Zulalian  Oct. 7 
Bill Bonomi  Oct. 9 
Peter Boyle  Oct. 11 
Ron Messina  Oct. 17 
Jack Lawrence Falzarano  Oct. 17 
Richard J. Carr  Oct. 18 
Sid Goldenberg  Oct. 21 
Philip Findlay  Oct. 22 
Bob Roach  Oct. 24 
Norm Descoteaux  Oct. 25 
Gene Avrett  Oct. 28 
Al Matty   Oct. 28 
Gary Gropman  Oct. 29 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Dave Brown, Bob Gallagher, John 

Kopec & Rene Seguin 
 

OBITUARY 

 
Trevor J. Johnson passed away on 
Saturday, August 3, 2013 at age 76. 
Born and raised in Quincy, he 
received Master’s Degrees in English 
and History. He worked as a librarian 
at the Boston Public Library and 
before retiring, at the Boston 
Athenaeum. 
The son of the late Charles Henry 
Johnson and Doris Eleanor 
(Williams) Johnson, Trevor is 

survived by his sister Sandra L. 
Warner of Quincy and sever nieces, 
nephews, grand-nieces and grand-
nephews. 
Donations in Trevor’s memory may be 
made to the American Cancer Society, 
30 Speen St. Framingham, MA 01701 
www.cancer.org 

MEMBER NEWS 
In a ceremony at the Edward W. 
Brooke Court House on August 6th 
member John Mueller, in the 
presence of family and friends, was 
officially adopted by his long time 
foster parent Arthur Alarcon. John is 
now John Arthur Alarcon. Steve 
Vorenberg and Kerry Marshall 
represented the Prime Timers. The 
Boston Prime Timers wish to offer 
their congratulations and warm 
wishes to John and his father. 
 

Dinner 
By Lewis Pedi & Steve Vorenberg 

 

NOTE: Because of the need to inform the 
restaurant(s) how many guests to expect, 
both for space reasons and preparation of 
food, WALK-INS CANNOT BE 
ACCEPTED.  I would appreciate any 
helpful comments or suggestions.    Please 
email Lewis Pedi (see roster). 
 

 
 

Cost: $28.00 per person includes 
Soup/Salad, Entree, Coffee/Tea, Dessert as 

well as Gratuity. 
 

SEPTEMBER DINNER 
Tuesday, September 24 

Cocktails 6PM, Dinner 7PM 
 

Choices:  (1) Fettuccini with sautéed 
shrimp   
(2)  Lobster Mac n Cheese (3) Roasted 
Lemon Chicken with side  (4) Mom’s 
Meatloaf with side  
 (5) Steak frites. 

OCTOBER DINNER 
Tuesday, October 22 

Cocktails 6PM, Dinner 7PM 
 

Choices: (1)  Sliced Baseball Steak 
with sides, (2) Macaroni & Meatballs, 
 (3) Veggie Risotto,  (4) Baked New 
England Cod w/ sides,  (5) Hazelnut 
Stuffed Chicken with sides. 
 

Nearest T Stop: Back Bay Station 
on the Orange Line or Arlington 
Street Station on the Green Line. 

 

THE PROLOGUE 
 

The Prologue is the official organ of the 
Boston Prime Timers published since 1987  

 

"The mission of the Boston Prime 

Timers, founded in 1987, is to 

provide adult Gay, Bisexual and 

Transgender men and their friends 

in eastern New England with 

educational, cultural and social 

activities that enrich their lives by 

building and reinforcing safe, 

supportive connections for both 

active and isolated members while 

continuing our history of developing 

support among the broader aging 

and general populations for 

recognition of the specific needs of 

men like our members". 

 

BPT BOARD: 
Steve Vorenberg:   President/ 

DB Manager/ 

Dinner Coordinator 

Dick Bourbeau:   Vice-President 

Kerry Marshall: Treasurer/ 

Advertising 

L. Vitale:   Recording Secretary 

J. F. Bennett:  Prologue Editor 
Harry Fullerton:  Programs/  

Hospitality 
Steve Larrett:  Membership 
Dick Smith:  Potpourris-Potlucks 
Tony Soares:  Membership 
 

Board members may be contacted via 
the Boston Prime Timers office: 

Tel: (617) 447-2344 
E-mail: bostonprimetimers@uses.org 

Mailing Address: 
Boston Prime Timers Inc. 

566 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, MA  02118-1181 

Web site:  Bostonprimetimers.org 
Office hours Tuesday & Thursday 

afternoons ‘til 5:00 
 

If you're interested in 
advertising in the Prologue, 

please call Kerry at (617) 447-2344 
Submissions, suggestions, comments, 
complaints: contact John Bennett via 

the office or at: 
bpt.prologue.editor@gmail.com 

 
Time to renew your 

membership 

 

SEE A REVIEW OF THE ANNIVERSAY 

PARTY ON Page 5!

http://www.cancer.org/
mailto:bostonprimetimers@uses.org
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Potpourri 
By Dick Smith 

If you would like to sponsor a potpourri (house party,) but don’t 
know how to, feel free to contact Dick Smith [see roster] who will be 
happy to be of assistance. 

___________________ 
 

NAHANT POTPOURRI 
 

WHEN: Saturday Sept. 14th; 3:00-7:00 PM  
WHERE: Charlie Briggs’ house (see roster for address)  If 
you take the MBTA commuter rail that would mean leaving 
North Station at 2:15 or 4:30 PM, returns at 6:00, 6:29 or 
8:20. Arrange for pick-up in Central Square Lynn. 
FOOD: Please contact Charlie to let him know what you'd 
like to bring. 
COST: $2:00 for the host for incidentals 
RSVP: Please call or e-mail Charlie. 
MAXIMUM GUESTS: 25 Please try to car pool as much as 
possible because parking can be a problem.  

_______________________ 
 

 

TOGA PARTY 
A Toga Party at Phil Putnam’s (see roster) 

WHEN: Saturday, Oct 5th , 4-9PM 
WHERE: 175 North Ave., Haverhill; Directions: Take I-495 
to Haverhill, take exit 51 toward downtown Haverhill a couple 
of tenths of a mile, take a left on Marsh Ave., in about three 
tenth of a mile Marsh Ave becomes North Ave. 
FOOD: Please contact Phil to let him know what you should 
bring 
COST: $2 for the host for incidentals 
RSVP: Please call or email Phil, (see roster) 
MAXIMUM GUESTS: 25 

 

_______________________ 
 

Time to renew your 

membership 
 Gentlemen, it’s membership renewal time. August is the start 
of our membership year. Renew now to insure you don’t miss 
a single number of the Prologue! 

_______________________ 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
 

PRIME TIMERS RETURN TO PROVINCETOWN FOR 

HALLOWEEN 2013 

NOVEMBER 1ST-3RD 

 

We are so fortunate in New England to have Provincetown 
nearby, a great Portuguese fishing port that just happens to be 
a tremendously gay tourist destination.  That is why we are 
opening this annual event to not just our brothers in New 
England but to brothers from all Prime Timer Worldwide 
chapters and to independent members as well.  P-Town, as it 
is known by those who have ever been there, has been serving 
the GLBT community from around the world for ages.   
Plans for annual bash in Provincetown are now final so read 
on and see if you might be interested in joining us for 
Halloween in P-Town.  The Provincetown Inn, which 

has an unobstructed view of the tip of Cape Cod, will once 
again be our host for the weekend, from Friday, 1 November 
thru Sunday, 3 November 2013.  If you are interested in 
staying additional nights you can do so at the same rates listed 
below; just let us know what additional nights you are 
interested in by noting them on the Tear Sheet.  If you have 
not yet visited P-Town, this may be your opportunity to do so.  
If you have been already, this is a great reason to return!   
The Inn is offering off-season rates for this special weekend.  
All the rooms in the Old & New Inn have been blocked-off for 
this annual Prime Timers’ event.  The Old Inn rooms open 
onto a common lobby where members assemble to play card 
games, listen to music, share snacks and drinks, chat and 
otherwise get to know one another.  The large field stone 
fireplace will be burning throughout the weekend to provide 
that old New England at home ambiance.  Don’t forget to plan 
your costume; you might win one of the cash prizes offered by 
one of the bars in town on Saturday night for Best Costume. 
 

 
 
This year we have signed a No Smoking Agreement.  
Smoking is not allowed in guest rooms, function rooms or 
lobbies.  You may smoke on the deck of the Waterview, 
Harborview and Breakwater rooms.  There will be a $100 
additional charge per room in which this agreement has been 
violated.  The person violating the agreement is responsible to 
pay this charge if one is assessed.  Thank you for your 
compliance with this No Smoking Agreement! 
The room rates are as follows for single or double occupancy 
(there is a supplemental charge of $15.40 per person per night 
for a 3rd or a 4th person in a room; this charge includes the 
cost of their Continental Breakfast and maid gratuity): 
 

 Street View    
 $ 94.00 per night 
 Waterview, Harborview & Breakwater 
 $116.00 per night 
 

These rates include room taxes, maid gratuity and the 
Continental Breakfast offered each morning.  Also included is 
a cheese and cracker appetizer tray at the Saturday Dinner.  
Also included is the Friday food spread in the Old Inn Lobby.  
If you wish to drink beer, wine or alcohol, please BYOB; there 
is a package store in town.  A Town Ordinance prohibits us 
from offering an open bar because the Inn has a Bar on the 
premises and it will be open to serve us as well.   
A dinner is set for Saturday, 2 November at the Inn with a 
cocktail hour from 6:00 to 7:00 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM.  
Entrée selections are Prime Rib at $40, Fresh Native Salmon, 
Chicken Florentine or Stuffed Banana Pepper w/ Quino, 
Mushrooms and a Red Pepper Sauce for $31, inclusive of a  
Fresh Garden Salad, Rolls and Butter, your Entrée Selection, 
Vegetable, Starch, Dessert, Coffee or Tea, Tax and Tip.  Guys 
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carpool to various other restaurants that will be open in town 
for other meals.    
Your completed Reservation Form and payment must be 
mailed to the address indicated on the form and post marked 
no later than Saturday, 28 September.  Rooms will be released 
back to the Inn on 1 October for sale to the general public.  
Late registrations may be possible but Dick must be 
contacted to see if space is still available before you send in 
your Registration Form.  He will get back to you.  Hoping you 
will join us in P-Town!                                  Dick Bourbeau 

____________________________________________________ 

PRIME TIMERS’ ART SHOW 
The art show opening 
was a quiet affair, 
poorly attended by 
Prime Timers, but a 
hit with some 
younger members of 
Boston’s art 
community who 
attended. Since the 
opening we’ve had 
kind words from 
visitors to the Harriet 
Tubman House and 
I’m happy to report as 

of this writing one sale so far. 
I hope we can put on a bigger and better show next year. 
The works are on display through the month of August. Come 
check them out there are still a few days left. 
 I would also like to thank the artists who contributed works 

and all those who helped by word and deed! JFB 
______________________________________________ 

 

 

A NIGHT OF DANCING AT  

THE FALL TEA DANCE FOR LGBT OLDER ADULTS 
 

SPONSORED BY THE SHARON ADULT CENTER 
 

 On Thursday, September 26, 2013 
    From 3 pm to 7 pm    

 

Sharon Adult Center Lakeside Café 
Upstairs Ballroom at Sharon Community Center 

219 Massapoag Avenue, Sharon, MA 
Music by DJ Shelly Cullen  

Tickets are $13.00 per person 
A light dinner will be served 

Please RSVP to Jayne Davis by 9/23/13 @ HESSCO 
781-784-4944 x 214 

 or jdavis@hessco.org 
For help with transportation within Sharon including 
the train station, call                 Nancy Weiner at 781-

784-8000  or email sharoncoa@townofsharon.org by 
9/23/13 

                                                       

 

                DUES 
Time to renew! It’s time to mail in 
your yearly dues. Dues remain the 
same: $27.00; however the Prologue 
mail fee has been increased to $10.00 
per annum. 
 

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                               9/13 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Many of the changes we’ve instituted are based on a print format. But 
I wonder how many of you read the Prologue on the computer screen 
versus print it out? Let us know how you read the newsletter, it will 
help us tailor it to best suit your needs. Use the new e-mail address to 
contact me directly with questions or complaints about the Prologue: 
bpt.prologue.editor@gmail.com or simple call or e-mail the office as 
usual.  JFB
 

 

 

VACATION GUEST SUITE 
$450 per week – Private Bath 

Fort Lauderdale – off street parking 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ronaldchoward 

Contact Ron (owner) (508) 843-7888 
 

 

11/13 

 

07/14 
 

 

 

ADVERTISING:     We’re offering business card ads for members in 12 
editions for $72.  For ads by the month the charge is $10 per issue.  For 

non-member business card ads in 12 editions, $150, by the month, $20.00, 
per issue.  Our newsletter not only goes out to other chapters by an e-mail 

notification but is available at our own web site, 

www.bostonprimetimers.org.  If you would like to run an ad or learn more 
about advertising in the Prologue, please call Kerry Marshall 

at (617)-447-234

Vitale Housekeeping 
 

Dusting, Vacuuming, Kitchen and Bathrooms scrubbed, 

and whatever else it takes to make your home complete! 
Call Larry @ (617) 549-7364 anytime and leave your 

name and contact information and I’ll return 
your call right away. 

Local references on request. 
                                                                                                                 10/13 

SEE THE BOSTON PRIME TIMERS WEB SITE FOR THE 

PREVIOUS 11 BACK ISSUES OF THE PROLOGUE, 

www.bostonprimetimers.org 

mailto:jdavis@hessco.org
mailto:sharoncoa@townofsharon.org
mailto:bpt.prologue.editor@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ronaldchoward
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/JFM3G1OW/www.bostonprimetimers.org
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26
th 

Anniversary 

party 
 

The Boston Prime Timers’ 26th annual anniversary party was 
held on Sunday, August 
11th. Forty four gathered 
under the Gazebo on the 
Neponset River for an 
evening of food and fun 
followed by lots of dancing 
into the beautiful sunset. 
The weather more than 
cooperated with a light 
breeze and temperatures in 
the 70’s.  
The evening started with 
the requisite jokes 
delivered by our President, 
Steve Vorenberg, followed 
hot on the heels with a 
buffet of Steak tips, 
barbecue chicken, and all 

the fixings. For desert, a beautiful cake was served up just as 
the sun was setting. A certificate of recognition was presented 
by Steve Vorenberg to Ed Rappazini for his contributions to 
the Prime Timers both as 
a board member and as 
the editor of the 
Prologue.  
The floor was soon 
cleared to make the way 
for our over the top DJ 
and some serious 
dancing. From Save A 
Horse, Ride A Cowboy to 
Y.M.C.A. with all the 
characters represented! 
From Waltzes to Disco, 
the dance floor was full 
until the last dance of the 
night. A raucous round of “Safe Sax” broke up the evening… a 
true test to see who can still keep their legs together… 
Special thanks go out to our generous sponsors who donated 
door prizes for the 
event. Cinquecento 
Italian restaurant 
provided a $100 
gift certificate, 
Club Café donated 
two $50 gift 
certificates and our 
host, and The 
Adams Inn 
provided a $25 gift 
certificate to their 
pub restaurant. An 
anonymous 
donation of Tom Bianchi: Fire Island Pines Polaroids 1975-
1983 (Edited by Ben Smales, Introduction by Edmund White, 
Text by Tom Bianchi) was very popular among those 
attending, before being presented as a door prize. We couldn’t 
have asked for a more beautiful day or location, great 
company and camaraderie. 
ByStephen Larrett 
 

Party photos provided by Steve Larrett 

______________________ 

 
Time to renew your membership 

______________________ 

 

SEPTEMBER’S SPEAKER: 

DOMA and Your Taxes 
Nathan Zielonka has over 15 year of experience preparing tax 
returns of all types in Greater Boston and has served as a tax 
expert for TurboTax for the past two years. He is an Enrolled 
Agent, licensed by the IRS, and authorized to practice before 
the IRS on all tax matters. Mr. Zielonka is also a Certified 
Financial Planner®, so that he coordinates tax and financial 
planning to guide clients to their long term goals.  
Nathan will be joining the Boston Prime Timers on September 
21 at 4:30 PM to discuss the recent changes to DOMA and 
what they mean for same sex married couples. He will focus 
on which married couples may benefit; immediate steps they 
can take to apply for tax refunds for 2010, 2011 and 2012; and 
steps they can take to create additional benefits for retirement 
and estate planning.  
There will be time for Q&A, so please bring questions!  
For additional information prior to this meeting, you may 
visit www.zielonkafinancial.com  
 

_________________________ 

 

If you need to make a payment during a monthly meeting, go to 

Floor 2B and fill out a tear sheet that will be provided there, then 

take the completed tear sheet to our office on Floor 3A yourself. 

THANK YOU!! 
 
 

Are you missing an event because you can’t afford it?  

Contact Kerry Marshall by phone or email to discuss options 

with him. Office Phone # (617)-447-2344 

 
 

Members are welcome & encouraged to submit articles and 
information for the monthly Prologue.  Please contact John 
Bennett (see roster) or at bpt.prologue.editor@gmail.com, by 

September 10th, for the October number. 
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BOSTON REFLECTIONS 
 

FINDING THE GROVE 
 

Gents, from time to time I’d like to share a bit of my love for 
Boston and my interest in its history with you-if you don’t 
mind.  
On Monday August 19th I 
came into our office to 
work on the Prologue. I 
left early planning to walk 
from Downtown taking 
some photos along the way 
with a new-to-me old 
camera I was just given; 
boys and their toys! While 
passing Piedmont St. I 
decided to look for the plaque memorializing the Cocoanut 
Grove Fire. The night club has been mentioned in the news of 
late; the owner of a part of the property, a parking lot today, 
wants to build housing there also I’d just finished a book 
about historic Boston fires; so it had been brought to mind. 
What Bostonian hasn’t grown up hearing stories about that 
horrible conflagration? I can never pass through a revolving 
door without at least a fleeting thought of the Cocoanut Grove 
tragedy. When I was a teen I knew a man who said he would 
have been smuggled in by his older brother and his friends 
that night if BC had won.  He was convinced he wouldn’t have 
made it out if they’d have been there that night. 
I always knew the general location of the club, yet I’d never 
sought out the site. Well today I did. The most well-known of 
the old news photos don’t really give you much help 
specifically placing the Grove. The surrounding landmarks are 
usually out the photographs’ frame. Some landmarks are long 
gone like the Cocoanut Grove itself and today some of streets 
are altered in their routes. Broadway, especially, ends at 
Piedmont St. today instead up heading north past Stuart St. as 
once did. The Howard Johnson’s 57 Park Plaza now known as 
the Revere Hotel looms ominously over the area 

Well I found the plaque embedded in the sidewalk on 
Piedmont St. and after a moment of reflection I walked up to 
and onto Columbus Ave to the Tubman House. In my mind I  
couldn’t quite fit the Grove on the space I had just looked at. 
The Cocoanut Grove Fire remains the third deadliest single  
building fire in U.S. history exceeded only by Chicago’s  
Iroquois Theater fire in 1903 and the WTC in 2001. On 
November 28, 1942 a fire commonly attributed to a match 
used by a busboy to replace an unscrewed light bulb in the 
basement Melody Lounge suddenly flared into a fast moving 
blaze that swept the entire complex in a matter of minutes. It 
was a fire unlike anything the firefighters on the scene had 
ever seen before. An oddly colored fire ball raced through the 
club fueled, it is speculated today, by leaking methyl chloride 
from the refrigerators in the basement. In the aftermath of the 
fire building codes were rewritten and burn treatment was 
greatly advanced. A strange aspect of the fire was how much 
actually didn’t burn.  
I got to work on the newsletter and the usual office work for a 
while, then on a whim, I decided to see if I could connect 
photos of the event, with the streetscape I’d just walked 
through while it was fresh in my mind. 
After viewing about a dozen photos of the Cocoanut Grove on-
line, many of which I’d never seen before, I sudden had a 
flash-I’d just been IN the club! The Shawmut St. extension 
bisects the footprint of the Grove, through the Caricature Bar 
across the dance floor and out just to the to the west of the 
Shawmut Ave doors-under the “Visit The Melody Room” sign 
to the right of the doors in photos of that side of the complex. 
I can tell you it sent a chill right through me. It affected me in 
way that’s hard to describe. We all pass over tragedy and 
jubilation every day knowingly and unknowingly, but the first 
time a specific famous incident from the past intrudes on your 
present, on your consciousness-if you’re open to it, there’s a 
tiny spark of connection; not unlike the electric shock you get 
in the winter after shuffling across a carpet and touching 
someone or something. I am more a part of my city today and 
those 492 lost souls have a claim on a bit more of my 
compassion-I have walked where they walked, you see. 
JFB            (Cocoanut Grove photo from the web) 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Worldwide Convention for Prime Timers October 2-6, 2013 
Early-bird Registration postmarked through February 28, 2013 $175.00 
Last minute registration postmarked Sept 1 – Oct 2 $225.00 
Full registration includes all on-site scheduled activities - workshops and meetings, two cocktail 
hours, two dinners, entertainment, hospitality suite, shuttle buses and more. 
Individual prices 
For those who might want to choose just one event we offer the following: 
Friday cocktail hour, dinner and entertainment ONLY $75.00 
Saturday cocktail hour, dinner and entertainment ONLY $75.00 
Note these individual price choices must be paid by September 1, 2013 
Rooms at the convention's centrally located Renaissance Columbus Downtown Hotel are specially priced at 
only $124 per night (2 Queens or 1 King) plus tax ($20.77), with a limited number of suites available at $174 
plus applicable taxes ($29.15). 
For the best rates on registration and rooms, be sure to register for the conference and lodging right away. 
Complete information on this Prime Timers Worldwide Conference and registration form can be found at 
www.primetimersww.com/ptwwconv. 
Here are the descriptions of the four optional prepaid excursions that are being offered with registration. 
Friday October 4th Chartered Bus Tour to THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM at Wright/Patterson Air Force Base in 
Dayton, Ohio. All day trip 8:00am to 5:00pm. Lunch included. Prepaid $40.00 
Friday October 4th Short Walking Tour to THE OHIO THEATRE on Statehouse Square just south of our hotel 
Prepaid $8.00 
Friday October 4th Chartered Bus Tour to THE FRANKLIN PARK CONSERVATORY in Columbus, Ohio. 
10:00am to 4:00pm Prepaid $15.00 
Saturday October 5th Chartered bus to visit the world famous COLUMBUS ZOO Prepaid $20.00 
You can visit the website to keep up with convention news. 
You may get involved and participate in the discussion forum by creating a log-in and password on the website. 
You may also sign up to be on our mailing list to get updates about the convention. 


